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FRENCH (FR) 
 
Dr. Geneviève Moëne 
Dr. Lawrence Wilburn 
 
 The modern language program is proficiency-based; that is, students learn skills which help them 
to function in the language.  The goal of each level is to help the student advance to the next level of 
proficiency. 
 

Placement 
 
 Students who wish to begin the study of French for the first time are not required to sit for the 
placement exercise. 
 
 All students with two or more years of high school credit, or transfers with college credit who 
intend to continue their study of French at Averett, must sit for the placement exercise.  Students are 
encouraged to do as well as possible.  A low score may result in the placement of the student in a lower 
level class for remedial purposes.  No credit hours will be earned.  (See section on Placement Tests on 
pages 10 and 12.) 
 
 Those students whose records indicate successful completion of three or more years of French 
within the past two years should, depending upon the results of the placement exercise, expect to be 
placed in 201 or a higher level course. 
 
 Opportunities for study abroad are available and arrangements may be made with the French 
professor. 
 

Minor 
 
 A minor in French is available to students who satisfactorily complete FR 221, 222, 225, and any 
300 level course.  Students must maintain a grade point average of at least 2.00 in the minor. 
 

Liberal Studies:  Teaching License Majors 
 
 Students who wish to earn a teaching license in grades PK-6 may choose a concentration in 
French as one of two areas required for licensure.  This concentration consists of French 221 and 222 or 
two of the 300-level courses, depending upon placement. 
 

Pass/Fail Option 
 
 Elective French courses may be taken Pass/Fail if they are not used to fulfill a general education 
requirement.  For example, students who minor in French, who seek a B.A. degree or who choose a 
French course to fulfill the cultural component may not choose the Pass/Fail option. 
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Courses of Instruction 
 
101, 102  Beginning French I, II      (4,4) 
A study of functional tasks that permit students to use French in appropriate, "real-life" situations. Special 
emphasis is placed on speaking and listening, followed by exercises to promote skill in reading and 
writing.  This course is intended for students with fewer than two years of prior instruction in French. 
 
201, 202  Intermediate French I, II      (3,3) 
A review of basic grammar and a study of intermediate functional skills.  Special emphasis is placed on 
reading and writing followed by exercises to improve listening and speaking skills.  This course is 
intended for students who have successfully completed two or more years of prior instruction in French.  
Prerequisite:  FR 102 or departmental placement. 
 
211 Intermediate Spoken French      (1) 
A course in the practice of speaking French for students enrolled in intermediate level courses.  It is 
especially helpful to students new to Averett.  Pass/Fail only, this course may be repeated once for credit.  
Prerequisite:  FR 102 or equivalent. 
 
221 Conversation and Listening      (4) 
A course intended to help the intermediate level student progress to an advanced level in speaking and 
listening proficiency.  Video and audio materials, computer software, and contact with speakers outside of 
class enable students to improve their comprehension.  Prerequisite:  FR 202 or departmental placement. 
  
222 Advanced Writing and Grammar      (3) 
A course intended to help the intermediate level student progress to an advanced level of proficiency in 
written French.  Various activities allow the student to explore stylistic elements which affect the form 
and tone of the written word.  The grammatical structures needed to perform particular written tasks are 
reviewed systematically.  Prerequisite:  FR 221 or departmental placement. 
 
225 Introduction to French and Francophone Literature    (3) 
This course introduces students to a representative literary works from France and the French-speaking 
world. Activities and exercises based on the readings are designed to develop student awareness and 
appreciation of various styles and themes.  Prerquisite:  FR 221 or 222, departmental placement or 
permission of department chair. 
 
317 French Civilization and Culture: Feudal Society through Absolute Monarchy  (3) 
This course will introduce the student to French society, institutions, and literature from the Middle Ages 
to the Revolution of 1789. Period films, literary texts, and internet activities will supplement the study of 
historical events. Prerequisite or co-requisite: FR 222. Taught every third year. 
 
318 French Civilization and Culture: Revolution through the Fourth Republic (3) 
This course will introduce the student to French society, institutions, and literature from the post-
revolutionary era to the end of the Fourth Republic in 1958. Period films, literary texts, and internet 
activities will supplement the study of historical events. Prerequisite or co-requisite: FR 222. Taught 
every third year. 
 
319 French Civilization and Culture: The Fifth Republic    (3) 
This course will complete the study of French society, institutions, and literature begun in FR 317. Period 
films, literary texts, and internet activities will supplement the study of historical events. Prerequisite or 
co-requisite: FR 222. Taught every third year. 
 
 




